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Folklore Studies on Future
Routine, Feedback, Scale
What kind of framework do folklorists need to discuss the future? Predictive 
performance concerning the future is condition of a practical discipline. For “Living 
Folklore,” this question is essential.
Until now, folkloristics has objectivized folk culture in three ways: as “ob-
ject,” “institute,” and “act.” However, these representations cannot inquire about the 
“generation of history.” Therefore, this paper proposes “routine” as a framework. 
“Routine” indicates periodic activities that are developed at various scales. This 
paper argues that routine possesses the following two lines of logic that have power 
to create history: (1) Routine necessarily creates feedback of experience for actions, 
technologies, and systems; (2) routine creates accumulations such as increase in the 
number of objects and expansion of networks. In other words, routine renews itself 
while carrying on iteratively. It is the engine for generating history.
The above view presents two future challenges. The ﬁ rst is to clarify the logic 
of change in routine. It is necessary to elucidate the mechanisms by which a change 
in one routine creates a ripple effect that causes change in other routines. The second 
is to model historical processes based on accumulations. It is necessary to clarify the 
logic by which accumulations created by routine emerge as historical events in the 
long term. Routines function by traversing across a variety of scales as well as being 
closely connected to one another, so an attitude that grasps parts and overall struc-
ture together is required in researchers.
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